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New SKF Energy Efficient bearing for final drive cuts fuel cost 

for heavy trucks  

 

SKF launches the SKF Energy Efficient (E2) tapered roller bearing (TRB), especially 

designed for truck final drive applications that reduces friction, enables less fuel 

consumption and reduces emissions in heavy trucks. This product is part of SKF’s 

BeyondZero portfolio*. 

 

“All our product engineering efforts are focused towards having solutions that are 

energy efficient, long lasting and reducing cost for the truck and fleet owners. They 

should also be easy to install and cost efficient. It is all about saving money and time, 

but also reducing negative impact on the environment”, says Christian Genheimer, 

Product and Business Development Manager for business unit Trucks, SKF. 

 

The SKF E2 TRB has been designed to reduce fuel consumption. Typical fuel savings 

achieved using this bearing in a truck final drive are approximately 0.15 l per 100 km, 

which for vehicles used on long haul routes adds up to an estimated annual saving of 

150 litres per year. This gives a fast return on investment over time for truck and 

truck fleet owners, reducing total cost of ownership.  

 

In comparison with SKF standard TRBs, that already provide high performance in this 

category, the new SKF E2 TRB has been further improved with a friction reduction 

calculated at 30 percent. This can enable energy savings of approximately 500 watts 

when the bearing is used in the pinion position. Unlike competing products, this 

friction reduction is valid over the complete rpm range. For a typical truck running 

100 000 kilometres per year, equipped with four bearings of this type, the 

reduction is estimated to 398 kg CO2 saving per year. 

 

 Specific features of the new bearing include fewer rollers, improved roller topography 

and modified raceway profiles. The improvement of rollers means that, despite their 

reduced number, the SKF E2 TRB offers the same nominal carrying capacity as 

standard TRBs. 

 

The new SKF E2 TRB is interchangeable with the current standard TRBs which makes 

implementation easy and cost efficient. 
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* To be included in the BeyondZero portfolio, SKF products, services and solutions 

must be demonstrated to deliver significant environmental benefits to the customer, 

without significant environmental trade-offs elsewhere in the product life cycle. 

  

 

 

Gothenburg, 21 February 2013 

Aktiebolaget SKF 

(publ)  

 

For further information, please contact: 

Nia Kihlström, SKF Group Communication, tel: +46 31-337 28 97,  

mobile: +46 706 67 28 97, e-mail: nia.kihlstrom@skf.com 

 

Colin Roberts, SKF Group Communication, tel +31 30 6075608,  

mobile: +31 653 944 111, e-mail: colin.roberts@skf.com 

 

 

 

 

SKF is a leading global supplier of bearings, seals, mechatronics, lubrication systems, and services which 
include technical support, maintenance and reliability services, engineering consulting and training. SKF is 
represented in more than 130 countries and has around 15,000 distributor locations worldwide. Annual 
sales in 2012 were SEK 64,575 million and the number of employees was 46,775. www.skf.com 
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